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later years that I learnt the true origin and meaning
of the spur and the rose.

To this day that story holds me entranced. Nor
(since it casts a light upon my uncle's heredity and
character) shall I withhold it now.

(3)

The destinies of the Blackwood and the Hamilton
families (from which respectively my uncle and my
aunt derived) have for the last three hundred years
been curiously interlocked. The Blackwoods were
the first to emigrate from Scotland, having been all
too intimately identified with the fortunes of Mary
Stuart, To this day a Book of Hours presented by
that provocative sovereign is preserved in the Helen's
Tower Library. The elder branch escaped to France
and established themselves at Poitou ; the last sur-
vivor of that stock died childless towards the end of
the nineteenth century. The younger branch, from
which Lord Dufferin was directly descended, crossed
to Ulster shortly after 1586 and were granted a plan-
tation along the Belfast Lough in the region around
Bangor.

The Hamilton family (which was also of Scottish
origin) was a later and, at first, a far more successful
importation. James Hamilton managed to acquire
considerable influence with James VI. In 1604 he was
despatched across the Irish Channel with the task of
' settling' County Down. He was accorded by his
sovereign a charter conveying to him all rights and
title over the castles and possessions of the CXNeills
situated in Upper Clandeboye and the Great Ardes.
In 1610 he acquired, somewhat unscrupulously, the